Treatment of pulmonary embolism by subcutaneous low-molecular-weight heparin in a hemodialysis patient.
Low-molecular-weight heparin (LMWH) has been used in the prophylaxis and treatment of deep vein thrombosis. Data regarding the efficacy of this drug without subsequent use of oral anticoagulant in the treatment of pulmonary embolism is limited. Pulmonary embolism may complicate the use of central venous catheter in hemodialysis. We report a case of acute submassive pulmonary embolism complicating a central venous hemodialysis catheter in a dialysis patient. After the catheter was removed, the patient was treated successfully with subcutaneous injection of LMWH for three months. We conclude that LMWH is safe and effective for treatment of pulmonary embolism in patient on hemodialysis.